
January 29th—February 2rd—Black Out Bullying Week 

January 23rd- February 23rd—Snapshot Survey Open 

February 2nd—Black out Bullying Posters and Essays Due! 

February 2nd—Lunch in LESA 

February 3rd—Cross Country Race at Keeth Elementary (All Morning) 

February 5th—Mikki V’s  Spirit Night (All Day) 

February 6th—Principal’s Chat and PTA General Meeting at 5:30pm (Little Theater) 

February 6th-February 9th—Ned Show Yo-Yo Sales 

February 7th—PTA Walk or Bike to School 

February 8th—Cross Country Party 5:00p-5:30p 

February 9th—PTA Sweetheart Dance from 6:30p-8:30p 

February 13th—JHMS Registration for 5th Grade (All Day-Computer Labs) 

February 13th—Growth Mindset Book Club from 6:30p-7:30p 

February 15th—Progress Reports Go Home! 

February 16th—PTA Color Run for All Students (During Specials) 
February 19th—School Closed for President’s Day 

February 22nd—PTA Skate Night at 6:15pm 

February 23rd—PTA Spirit Day-Share the Love! Wear pink, red, or purple! 

February 24th—Odyssey of the Minds Competition (All Day) 

February 26th—Solar Bears Game! 

February 27th—FSA Parent Night  from 6:30p-7:30p 

 

 

 

 

 

February bring us Valentine’s Day, and WE  LOVE Lawton!!! 
 

We are so fortunate to have such a wonderful community school.  The students, 

families, and staff at Lawton are truly amazing! I look forward to seeing many of 

you at the Principal’s Chat on Tuesday, February 6th at 5:30pm. 

In thinking of this month as being a time to reflect on others, I want to sincerely 

thank you for the sense of community that has a longstanding tradition at Law-

ton. We are all working together to raise productive and positive citizens. We re-

cently had the opportunity to hold grade level pep rallies. The pep rallies includ-

ed celebrations of success, and a review of our  Positive Behavior Support expec-

tations, which are: 

  
 P  ride in yourself and others 

A  ctive listener and learner 

W  illing to accept responsibility 

S   afe Choices 

  

Please continue to reinforce these expectations at home. 
  

In this month of February, I challenge you (families, students, and teachers), to 
spread some kindness by completing a random act of kindness. At our recent 
pep rally, Ms. Coates asked the students to “throw kindness like confetti”.  Let’s 
continue and enhance the tradition of kindness at Lawton Elementary! 
 

Sincerely, 

Leslie Durias, Ed. D. 

A Note From the Principal... 



 

 

 

I hope you were able to realize the 

POWER of YET throughout the 

month of January.  YET reminds us 

there is still time for learning to 

happen; therefore growth is hap-

pening.  I encourage you continue 

the use of this word to remind your 

child that they can learn, it's com-

ing and to not give up.   
 

As we make our way into Febru-

ary, thoughts of Valentine's, 

sweets, and kind acts come to mind.  Planning ahead 

and making sure that perfect valentine is ready, or plan-

ning ahead for reservations at your sweetheart's favorite 

restaurant may be something you are already working 

on.  What if we planned ahead for growth?  What if we 

put effort into how we approach learning?  Could we 

really redirect fixed mindset thinking?   
 

Redirecting your child's fixed mindset statements may 

not be easy, but we can have some phrases ready to go 

if they are needed.  For example, your child says, "I am 

not good in math."  A growth mindset response may be, 

"You may not understand this yet, so let's spend some 

time together practicing these concepts...they will come 

to you."  This says to your child that you are paying atten-

tion to their feelings, willing to help them, and eager to 

see their growth.  It is a process and it takes time.  So be 

ready for the struggle.  It is meant to happen.  Let's plan 

ahead for our kids and see how sweet it is to watch them 

grow!    
 

Here is the link for a video reminder that our children can 

learn anything.    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JC82Il2cjqA 

 

We will be celebrating Black History Month in 

February. Our first 

grade team and 

students will be shar-

ing information on 

the news each 

morning about 

Black Americans 

who have contribut-

ed to our country.  

 

The year is flying by! Students have visited Indian Trails 

and Jackson Heights have been here to share infor-

mation about their programs with our 5th Graders. 

Here are some other dates to keep on your calendar: 
 

-Parent Night for JHMS: February 6th at 6:00pm 

-Registration Cards due for ITMS: February 3rd 

-Course Scheduling for JHMS: February  13th 

 

 

 

 

 

We are very excited for our upcoming Color Run 

Fundraiser on Friday, February 16th! We truly appreci-

ate your support as we are raising funds for play-

ground equipment and technology at Lawton! 
 

Only students will run the course during their class spe-

cials time, but we would love to have families join in 

on the fun by cheering on the side lines or by helping 

to throw the color at the stations around the track. 
 

Dividends, if you are interested in volunteering by 

throwing color to help out during the event, please 

click the link below: 
 

Volunteers— http://www.signupgenius.com/

go/70a0545a8aa22a31-color 

If you do not wish to volunteer, you can observe the 

event from the “designated visitor locations” that will 

be set up for around the track.  

As you are sending in your envelopes and completing 

the website donations, please remember that the 

deadline to submit your pledges to the PTA is Friday, 

February 2rd.  
 

We do have an incentive going where the top earn-

ing class will get to silly string Dr. Durias and Mrs. Todd. 

Also, the top earning class in each grade level will 

earn an ice cream party.  
 

Pledges- 

https://99pledges.com/fund/lawtoncolo  
 

Thank you for supporting this great event! 

Please remember to bring your Driver’s License 

or a picture ID with you when coming for lunch, 

for conferences, or for pro-

grams as a visitor and/or divi-

dend. If you need assistance 

with signing in, our front office 

team will help walk you 

through the process.  

 

Thank you for your support to 

keep our students safe each 

day!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JC82Il2cjqA
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0545a8aa22a31-color
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0545a8aa22a31-color
https://99pledges.com/fund/lawtoncolo


Snapshot and 5 

Essentials Surveys 
 

 

The survey is under-

way. Parents and 

students in grades 4-

12 and school staff 

will have the oppor-

tunity to take part in 

the Snapshot Survey. 

The results of this sur-

vey will showcase 

what makes each of our school’s unique and will 

be used to develop a new more transparent 

school report card that will be called the Snap-

shot Report. Your input and comments are im-

portant and will play a key role in spotlighting in-

novation and student achievements. 

In addition to the Snapshot Survey, students will 

once again have the opportunity to participate 

in the 5Essentials Survey. This opportunity will allow 

students in grades 4-12 to share their thoughts on 

the important elements of their school and class-

room experiences. 

The Snapshot and 5Essentials Surveys will be con-

ducted January 23 – February 23, 2018. 

Participation in the surveys provides valuable in-

formation on our school and helps to guide 

school improvement. Your identity and survey 

responses are kept completely confidential and 

will never be connected to you or your child. 

The Snapshot and 5Essentials Surveys will be ad-

ministered online.  

Please go to the following site to share your feed-

back on the Snapshot Survey:  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/

SCPSParentSS18 

We will be participating in Sunshine State for 

grades K-5 this year!  
 

Every student who reads THREE Sunshine State 

books will participate in our voting. Each Stu-

dent who reads FIVE Sunshine State books and 

passes the AR tests will be invited to the Sun-

shine State book celebration in May. See the 

requirements below to earn a reading medal 

at the end of the year. 
 

Kindergarten: 5 books 
  

1st grade: 8 books 
  

2nd grade: 10 books  
 

3rd grade: 7 books  
 

4th grade: 11 books  
 

5th grade: 15 books  

 

**April 20th is the last 

day to take AR tests or turn in summaries to 

Mrs. Haynes at tish_haynes@scps.k12.fl.us or Mrs. 

Priske  

 

Be sure to save the date for our upcoming FSA Par-

ent Night on February 27th at 6:30pm in the Media 

Center. More information on testing will be coming 

home soon and feel free to contact Mrs. Todd 

(Testing Coordinator) at 407-320-6303 with ques-

tions. Here are the testing windows for state testing: 
 

March 6th– FSA Writing for Grades 4 & 5 (Make-ups 

until March 9th) 

*Paper Based, 1 session 

 

April 9th and 10th– FSA Reading for Grade 3 

*Paper Based, 2 sessions (Make-ups until April 27th) 

 

April 16th-20th– FSA Reading for Grades 4 & 5 

*Computer Based, each class will have 2 sessions 

(Make-ups until May 11th) 

 

April 23rd-27th– FSA Math for Grades 4 & 5 

*Computer Based, each class will have 2 sessions 

(Make-ups until May 11th) 

 

April 30th and May 1st– Science Test for Grade 5 

*Paper Based, 2 sessions (Make-ups until May 4th) 

 

April 30th-May 4th– FSA Math for Grade 3 

*Computer Based, each class will have 2 sessions 

(Make-ups until May 11th) 

 
 

Our very popular SPARK Lab is running low on multi-

ple items. If you would like to make a donation, 

please see the list below of the following materials?  

 

-origami paper 

-scotch tape 

-masking tape 

-shoe boxes 

-straws 

-9-volt batteries 

-AA batteries 

-play dough 

-cardboard pieces 

-kid scissors  
 

Any amount of donated items will help!  Thank you 

for your continued support!  
 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SCPSParentSS18
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SCPSParentSS18


FOLLOW US ON... 
Want the latest news, information and emails? 

Make sure to like us on Facebook, check-out our 

webpage, register for text messages and make sure 

you have access to Skyward.  Please see the links 

below: 
 

Facebook– https://

www.facebook.com/

twlawtonelementary 
 

Webpage– 

www.lawton.scps.k12.fl.us 
 

School Connects– We email and text to families 

about events using this program which links to Sky-

ward. If you want additional emails added to your 

child’s Skyward, please contact Cindy at the main 

office at 407-320-6350. 

 

REGISTER AS A DIVIDEND 
The Dividends School Volunteer Program is a dis-

trict wide effort that encourages and  promotes 

community involvement in  Seminole County Pub-

lic Schools.  
 

If you want to volunteer at school (including being 

a field trip chaperone), you MUST first register as a 

Dividend. Volunteers from previous years must also 

register to be active for this year.  
 

Register online at www.scps.k12.fl.us/dividends.  

Please bring your photo ID each time you visit 

campus to sign in at one of the offices. 

“WE BELIEVE that society is enriched by the inclu-

sion and participation of diverse peo-

ple.” (Schools J. C., 2015).  
 

The ESE team par-

ticipates in Profes-

sional Learning 

Communities that 

cover inclusion 

practices, assess-

ment, differentiat-

ed instruction, co-

operative learning, 

interventions, behavioral strategies, social skills, 

as well as standards-based planning and imple-

mentation of the curriculum.  
 

As we approach testing season, here are a few 

tips to help your child prepare:  
 

· If your child has trouble with taking tests, try go-

ing online and taking practice tests- (the FSA 

Portal has practice tests.) Keep the sessions 

short, and chunk how much information you 

cover each time.  
 

· Read tips sent home from your child’s teacher – 

they will help him/her prepare.  
 

· Focus your practice on your child's weaknesses 

rather than his/her strengths so that he/she does 

not become bored with the practice sessions.  
 

· Make sure your child gets a good night's sleep 

and eats a healthy breakfast each day.  
 

· Share positive ideas (growth mindset) – if you 

stay positive and calm, your child is more likely 

to be calm.  
 

· Monitor and help with your child’s homework  
 

· Encourage your child to read and write at 

home-practice the PEEL strategy in writing. Set a 

purpose for reading and make predictions: Start 

skimming by running your eyes across the page; 

focus on the key words (these will be nouns and 

verbs), look for the facts you need, pause at the 

end of every page or passage to restate the 

meaning in your own words.  
 

· Work with your child on reading and following 

directions.  
 

Websites that help your child to learn and have 

fun are: 

 www.CoolMath.com , www.TimeforKids.com , 

www.scholastic.com , www.brainpop.com , 

www.Zearn.org , www.natgeo.com , 

www.pbskids.com.ng  
 

Keep those iReady Reading and Math minutes 

going!!  

 

SAVE THE DATE 
for  

March 15, 2018 
 

On Thursday, March 15th (right before Spring 

Break), we will be having our annual Field Day 

and Panther Pride Picnic!  
 

Dividends, if you are interested in helping at 

Field Day, please contact Coach Wagganer at     

stephen_wagganer@scps.k12.fl.us.  
 

Field Day will be from 9-11am for the students 

and following field day, we’ll continue our tradi-

tions with having a school wide picnic!  
 

Families are welcome to visit the school and 

their student for a picnic style lunch if they 

would like. Please plan to join us (with your 

lunch and blanket) from 11:30am-12:30pm. The 

cafeteria will also be open for anyone who 

would like to purchase food. 
 

More information will be coming home soon! 
 



LAWTON ENVIRONMENTAL  

STUDY AREA  

(LESA) 

 

Lawton is excited to have i-Ready for our stu-

dents this year! i-Ready connects data to indi-

vidualized instruction in reading and math.  In 

order for i-Ready to be effective students must 

spend 46 minutes each 

week in both reading 

and math. We would 

appreciate your support 

in allowing your child to 

work in this program at 

home. The i-Ready week 

runs from Monday-

Sunday. Please have your child check their pro-

gress to make sure they have 46 minutes in both 

reading and math by Sunday. Please contact 

Mrs. Haynes at tish_haynes@scps.k12.fl.us or Mrs. 

Priske at kristan_priske@scps.k12.fl.us  with any ques-

tions. 

We are proud of the hard work our students 

put into school each day. Teachers and staff 

can reward our positive Panthers by complet-

ing a “Mini Paw award” at any time. Students 

then turn in their award for a drawing that we 

do every other week. A student is selected 

from each grade to have pizza and treats with 

the administration.  
 

Congrats to our recent winners: 
 

January 17        January 31 

   K  – Hazel Borowski       K  – Ruby Mae Phillips  

   1  – Delaney Ryan        1  – Jayla Washington  

   2  – Dai Nguyn        2  –  Hayden Fuller 

   3  – Noah Zmijewski     3  –  Elijah Vale  

   4  – Milaniz Perovich    4  – James Townsend  

   5  – Jaylie Rubel            5  – Ashtyn Johnson 

Volunteer Day Was AMAZING!  

After the flood and freeze damage, many parts of LESA were badly damaged. The volunteer day on January 21st helped 

brighten up LESA and we are so excited to move forward into Spring! The butterfly garden was weeded and mulched, 

the plastic bottle greenhouse was reassembled, planting beds were weeded, fruit row was  

transformed and cleaned up, and we have some beautiful new paver artwork for LESA. I’d like to send a BIG thank you 

to these families: Palmer, Cemoni, Wagganer, Saxton, Healey, Cordiner, and also to Girl Scout Troop 3055! It’s amazing 

what a difference can be made in a couple hours when we work together:) Mrs. Weisbrod also donated  

milkweed plants! Check out the Lawton FB page and lesagardens.weebly.com for pictures of the fun day:) 

Chicken Coop 

The LESA chickens are thriving! They love all the attention from the students and teachers. Mrs. Palmer and Mrs. Hoppe 

give them special treats every day, and students help care for them during recess and PE. Many of the seven hens are 

starting to lay eggs again, and we had a record FIVE eggs on January 26th! Lucky fifth graders got to  

each take a beautiful colored egg home.  

Master Gardeners in LESA 

The recent grant from IFAS and the Seminole County Master Gardeners has given a boost to LESA. We had four special-

ized Master Gardeners come visit in January. They offered to teach classes in bees, birds, hydroponics, native plants, and 

more! They will also be involved with replenishing the lost native plants from recent floods and freezes.  

Scouts in LESA 

The Girls Scouts and Boy Scouts have been a huge part of LESA. There have been multiple Eagle Scout projects, Bridging 

Ceremonies, clean ups, scout volunteer days, and more! Girl Scout Troop 3055 has adopted LESA and has done many 

projects over the last few years. If you have a scout or community group interested in helping in LESA,  

we would be so grateful! 

Eco Adventures Cub Club 

The Eco Adventurers planted tomato, lettuce, and pepper seeds to replenish those lost during the big freeze. All seedlings 

will stay protected in the LESA greenhouse until the winter has passed. In February, we will be harvesting and starting a 

new worm bin, planting milkweed and nectar plants, and caring for the chickens. 



KINDERGARTEN 
Brrr!!! We had some cold days in January. Hopefully 

the groundhog won’t see his shadow and spring will 

be here before you know it! We have been learning 

a lot in math about addition and will be moving into 

subtraction this month. There are some wonderful 

games on www.abcya.com that can help the stu-

dents practice addition and subtraction. In class, 

our goals this quarter are sounding out CVC 

(consonant/vowel/consonant) words and counting 

to 100 by 1’s and 10’s. Our sight words this month 

are little, down, do, can, so, me, when and see. The 

100th day of school was a blast looking ahead 90 

plus years to see what everyone will look like! Did 

you see how fast your kids grew up in just a month! 

We hope you had fun with your children as they 

counted and dressed up like 100! For Valentine’s 

Day, the students will be passing out valentines to 

their classmates. The February Family Project will be 

to create a container for the Valentine exchange. 

A letter will be coming home soon with more infor-

mation. Keep up the great work Kindergarten! 

1ST GRADE 
Fantastic First Grade 

The first grade students are growing and learning so 

much! In reading, they’ve been learning how to de-

termine the author’s point of a passage and the 

central message of a story. They’ll also be compar-

ing and contrasting the adventures and experienc-

es of characters in stories. In social studies, the boys 

and girls will study Abraham Lincoln and George 

Washington and why they are so important to our 

nation’s history. Objects in the sky will be the focus in 

science. In math, the students will learn about place 

value and how to use the hundred chart. Thank you 

for your support at home! Practicing sight words and 

reading for twenty minutes each night at home 

makes a huge difference in your child’s reading skills 

and fluency. 
 

2ND GRADE 
Second grade is looking forward to their field trip to 

Fort Christmas on February 8. We have started re-

grouping in math with addition and subtraction. We 

have been comparing and contrasting different 

versions of the same story in ELA. Please continue to 

look over your child’s homework. Also, try to have 

your child get on iReady each week. We appreci-

ate all your support. 

3RD GRADE 

Third grade has been extremely busy this month as 

we continue to work hard learning and practicing 

our new skills! In reading, we’ve really been focus 

3RD CONTINUED 
Ing on characters in literature and specifically how 

those characters drive the story along with their 

traits, feelings, and motivations. Students have also 

been doing an amazing job at going back into the 

text and finding supporting details that help prove 

how these characters contribute to the central 

message of a literature. In math, third grade has 

moved along to time, length, liquid, volume, and 

mass. Students are building upon their knowledge 

of time by learning specifically about time intervals 

and elapsed time. This can be a tricky chapter, so 

the more our third graders practice these strate-

gies at home, the more successful we will be in 

mastering these new skills! In science, we are con-

tinuing our lessons on the sun’s light and sources of 

heat. Students have been engaged in stimulating 

labs showing the effect of different heat energy 

sources! Remember, one way to assure our third 

graders are practicing these skills at home is to get 

our 46 minutes of iReady practice in both reading 

and math. Parents, look out for letters coming 

home regarding our Valentine’s Day Celebration! 

We look forward to having a great February!  
 

4TH GRADE 
FSA Writes is quickly approaching! Your children 

may say "I have a ton of homework!" these next 

four weeks as they complete their writing assign-

ments. Parents, you can really help your child by 

asking them questions and having them elaborate 

their answers. Ask them the "who, what, where, 

when, why, and how" questions. Elaboration is key 

to success! We will also continue to work on Text 

Structures and Figurative Language that will help 

us with our writing. 
 

5TH GRADE 
Lawton fifth graders continue to be amazing!  We 

are currently reviewing writing skills in preparation 

for the FSA Writing rest on March 6th.  In ELA, stu-

dents are also reviewing core reading skills as well 

as working on vocabulary skills to help students 

identify new words by recognizing root words.  In 

math, our fifth graders are learning the various op-

erations with fractions.  In science, students are 

learning about the water cycle and how it affects 

weather.  Please remember that all fifth graders 

are responsible for completing 46 minutes of 

iReady in ELA and Math on a weekly basis.  This is 

an important data piece that is being closely mon-

itored, and it helps us 

to provide the neces-

sary interventions for 

students.  Thank you! 



ART CLUB 
The art studio has been filled with lots of winter art, snow-

flakes floating in watercolors sprinkled with salt speckles and 

fancy doily snow people. Creativity and 

imagination flow freely, producing beau-

tiful pieces of art. We reinforced cool col-

ors as well as learned the watercolor resist 

technique. Every year art club partici-

pates in a service project. Last year we 

made pet beds and donated them to a local pet rescue. 

This year third grade worked hard on making a patchwork 

quilt which will be donated to a homeless charity. Second 

grade will be invited to attend art club in February. Look for 

those applications to come home and then sign and return 

ASAP. Spaces fill up very quickly. We will also be participat-

ing in a Square 1 fundraiser. Parents will be able to order 

products featured with their students' artwork. Every student 

also receives a set of stickers with their art work. Look for 

flyers to come home near the end of March. Orders should 

be in by Mother's Day.  

CROSS COUNTRY 
The Lawton Cross Country team had their last practice 

on Thursday, February 1st. Our last meet will be at 

Keeth elementary this Saturday, 

February 3rd. It has been a great 

season for the Panthers and we 

appreciate all of the parent and 

staff support. There will be infor-

mation about the Cross Country party going home 

with runners. 
 

All Lawton students will be receiving information for the 

Smile Mile held on March 3. Track Shack sponsors this 

fun run and gives a $500 grant for the school who has 

the most students registered. Lawton has won this 

grant in the past and we can show our school spirit 

again by signing up. Go Panthers!  

ROBOTICS 
This will be the last entry for the robotics 

team since we're done with the season. 

Our two novice teams were the Water 

Bots (Landon Hinton, Liam Blevins, Anya 

Boga, Moitri Santra, and Harsh Patel) 

and the Hydro-Gators (Kaleb Blevins, 

Harshini Thupili, Colin Gibbons, Chloe 

Sun, Jeffrey Koenig, and Audrey Sun). Both teams 

worked well to come up with innovative solutions to 

some of the world's water problems. They also designed 

and programmed robots to complete some pretty 

complex tasks to earn points at the competition. All of 

the members displayed the Core Values of the First 

Lego League which is all about innovation and friendly 

competition. The Hydro-Gators brought home the 

"Shining Star" award! This is awarded to the novice team 

with highest scores. Many thanks to Dr. Durias and Mrs. 

Todd for helping support our endeavor, Mrs. Gibbons for 

always lending a helping hand, and thanks to Mr. Jose 

Vazquez for coaching all of us about robotics. We 

couldn't have done it without you! 

ECO PANTHER CLUB 
The club is brainstorming ideas to inspire students to 

recycle their lunchroom bottles,  

styrofoam and waste (in addition to the 

compost program). A fifth grader, Nao-

mi Taylor, has taken on the project and 

is inspiring other students and staff to 

participate. The club will help make 

posters, promote the recycling initiative, and work to-

gether to reduce waste at Lawton Elementary.  

CHORUS NEWS 
"Our Lawton Spirit night with the Solar Bears is rapidly 

approaching!  As you may have heard, our Lawton 

Chorus will be singing our National Anthem for the 

Monday, February 26 game! 

All of those fabulous Lawton Cho-

rus members who were in our Fall 

Chorus and participated in "Party 

in a Pear Tree" are invited to 

sing.  The Amway Arena/Solar 

Bears waiver has been made 

available to our singers since January 23. If you still 

need a waiver, see/contact Mrs. McDonald as soon as 

possible. Please get those completed waivers back to 

Mrs. McDonald by the February 9th deadline.   ODYSSEY OF THE MIND 
What do scripts, sets, jousting, pirates, and disco balls all 

having in common?  They are all part of Lawton's Odys-

sey of the Mind teams' preparations! Students have 

been working on their spontaneous 

problem solving (both verbal and 

hands-on challenges) and analyzing 

their long-term problem for many 

months now.  They've brainstormed, 

evaluated, implemented, and re-

vised solutions to present at the regional competition, 

which will be held at Edgewater High School on Satur-

day, February 24. We wish every team much success 

and appreciate the commitment they've shown.  Many 

thanks to our coaches:  Mrs. Miller, Mrs. Kee, Mrs. Sladek, 

and Mrs. Maddox.  Go Panthers! 

STUDENT COUNCIL 
Thank you to all who donated during our January 

food drive.  Your donations were well received.  

Please stay tuned for more student council infor-

mation in next months issue! 

SECME 
SECME club members have been working hard de-

signing and engineering their Water Bottle Rockets. 

This month, we will finish decorating them and finally 

test them out with our Water Bottle Rocket Launcher. 

We will be looking at which designs travel the fastest 

and furthest and why. We will also 

look at how we could remodel and 

redesign our rockets to be even 

better! Through this process, we will 

be learning key concepts such as 

different forces (thrust, drag, gravity and lift), air pres-

sure, and states of motion. They will be using measur-

ing skills to test their creations. Students will also learn 

that engineering failures during design and testing are 

just steps along the way to success. Most importantly, 

students will have fun! Later on in the month, we will 

introduce our next project: designing and testing a 

mouse-trap car!  



Lots of color and lots of 
smiles will be everywhere on 
February 16th.  That’s 
because Color Run is taking 
place at Lawton.  This is a 
super fun fundraiser for our 
school.  And, this year the 
PTA is 100% handling the 
Color Run, which means 
proceeds will go a lot further 
in helping pay for enrichment 
programs and technology at 
our school. 
 

There are three main ways 
you can help: 
 

First - Raise funds!  
Fundraiser envelopes were 
sent home in January, and 
are due back on February 
2nd. Students will win prizes 
for achieving certain donation 
levels.  And, the top collecting 
grade wins ice cream parties 
and the top collecting class 
will be allowed to spray Dr. 
Durias and Mrs. Todd with 

silly string!  So ask your 
friends and family for 
donations.  Even $10 can 
really make a difference. 
 

Second - Volunteer!  We need 
help with set up, throwing color, 
clean up, and running the 
blowers used to remove the 
color from the students after the 
run.  Sign up to help here: http://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/70A0545A8AA22A31-color 
 

Third - Cheer for the 
Students!  Show up and 
visit the “Parent Viewing 
Area” to watch the fun and 
cheer on your little ones. 
 

With your help, we can all 
make this year’s Color Run a 
“Home Run”! 
 

Contact Amanda York with 
any questions: 
(954) 881-3605 
ayork0330@gmail.com 
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Color Run is So Much Fun! 

Children and teachers have a 
blast with all the color. 

Important Upcoming Dates! 

    PTA Board Meetings 2/6, 3/2 

Walk/Bike to School 2/7 

Sweetheart Dance 2/9 

AR Store 2/14 - 2/16 

Color Run 2/16 

Box Tops Due! 2/20 

Skate Night 2/22 

Spirit Day - Share the Love 2/23 

Thank you for helping to raise 
funds for our awesome “Home 
Run” school!! 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0545A8AA22A31-color
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0545A8AA22A31-color
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0545A8AA22A31-color
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Kindergarten through 
Fifth Grade to 
showcase a variety 
of talents, from 
signing and dancing 
to comedy and 
magic shows!       
Unfortunately, the 
deadline for 
applications for 

Hop on over to 
Oviedo High School 
on March 9th to see 
our amazing Lawton 
talent.  The Lawton 
Live Variety Show is 
held each year and 
provides an 
opportunity for 
students from 

students interested 
in performing in the 
show has passed 
(January 29th).  But, 
you can all still come 
and see the show!  
Acts begin at 6:00 
and 7:00 PM. 
Everyone is welcome 
and tickets are free! 

Lawton Live! Variety Show 

AR Store 

points on prizes 
ranging from 1 point to 
500 points. Points can 
be saved up throughout 
the year to earn larger 
prizes. The next 
opportunity for 
students to shop at the 
AR Store is on 
February 14 - 16.  

The AR (Accelerated 
Reader) Store is open 
three times per year in 
the Little Red 
Schoolhouse.  Students 
earn points  by reading 
AR Books and taking 
AR quizzes in class or 
before school. They 
can then visit the AR 
Store to spend their 

The AR Store is open in 
November, February and May. 

You can wear your favorite 
“Sock Hop” attire to this 
year’s Sweetheart Dance! 

you need to know: 
Friday, Feb. 9, 2018 
6:30 PM to 8:30 PM 
First United Methodist 
Church of Oviedo 
(FUMCO) 
263 King St., Oviedo, 
FL  32765 
 
Tickets will be $5.00  
for girls, free for guys, 
and include dancing, 
snacks, and more!  

We are so excited 
about the theme of this 
year’s Sweetheart 
Dance.  All Daughters 
and Dads (or any 
special guy in your 
gal’s life - Grandpa, 
Uncle, etc.) are invited 
to come rock around 
the clock!  So, put on 
your favorite “Sock 
Hop” attire and come 
join us.  Here is what 

Photos will be 
available for an 
additional $5. Look for 
ticket order 
information in your 
daughter’s folder soon! 
 
Contact Lisa 
McCrystal with any 
questions at: 
lisa@whartonlawgroup

Daddy-Daughter Sweetheart Sock Hop 



Don’t forget!  Walk and Roll your kids to school the first Wednesday of the month!!  Next one 
will be February 7th. The weather is so nice...what a great way to get some fresh air before 
school!!  If it is too far to walk or bike all the way to school, park in the satellite parking at the 
Methodist Church or in the lot on the corner of Lake Jessup and Broadway.  We look forward to 
seeing everyone there!   
 
Christine Buchholz and Peggy Couture 

Walk/Bike to School 
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Skate Night 

The next Skate Night will be on Friday, 
February  22nd from 6:15 PM - 8:15 
PM at: 
 
Semoran Skateway 
2670 Cassel Creek Blvd 
Casselberry, FL 32707  
 
Bring cash for the door and cash for 
concessions.  Your $5 admission will 
include skate rental.  So, make plans with 
your friends to join us at the Skateway.  
The class with the most participation will 
earn an ice cream party! 

Bring your friends to Skate Night 
for a fun time! 

It’s Spring Box Tops Time!!!!  Lawton earned over $1000 
in the fall!   Can we beat that amount in the spring 

submission due February 20? 
 

All you have to do is look on the products you already purchase, clip the 
box top and send it in.   General Mills Inc. created this program as a way to 
fund schools.  Each box top has a monetary value and Lawton PTA 
submits the box tops and receives a check.  Last year, Lawton received 
over $1500.  So far this year, Lawton has received $1,096.  Simple way to 
earn $$, huh!  But WE NEED YOU to clip and send.  Your student will be 

bringing home a collection sheet with participating products.  Please send the box tops on the 
collection sheet or in a baggie by February 20 and we will take it from there.  Go to this link to 
look at the products and pass along info to family – the more we collect the more we earn. 
 

http://www.boxtops4education.com/earn/participating-products 

Box Tops for Education 

SPIRIT 

EVENT! 

 

The next Spirit 

Day is: 

 

“Share the Love” 

February 23rd 

 

Wear clothing 

with red, pink, 

hearts, love! 

http://www.boxtops4education.com/earn/participating-products


This is a time for friends, fun, 
fitness and family, too! 

Mark your calendars now!  March 15th will be Lawton’s Field 
Day and Panther Picnic.  This event means lots more 
opportunities to get involved and help to make our school super 
fun for the students and staff!  And, families can share in the fun 
at the picnic.  More information will be coming soon on t-shirt 
orders and volunteer opportunities. 
 

Peggy Couture couture.pd@gmail.com 

Field Day/Panther Picnic 

This month is a big month with another Walk/Bike to school, Sweetheart 
Dance, Color Run and Skate Night!  Next month is our annual Variety Show on 
March 9th.  Hope to see everyone at one or all of these events!  There is more 
information in this newsletter about these and all upcoming PTA events.  I want 
to thank everyone that has volunteered any time this school year!  Without you 
we wouldn't be able to hold all of the events that we do.  We really appreciate 

every second that you donate of your precious time! 
 

Thanks 
 

Diane Holzman, PTA President, lawtonelementarypta@gmail.com 

A Note From Your PTA President 
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Volunteer Update 

The PTA is so very grateful for all your help so far this year!! 
Thank YOU!! This month we have our Sweetheart Dance & 
the Color Run!!  Please don’t hesitate to get involved with 
these fun events!!  We also will have another Walk/Bike to 
School Day, Visit to the AR Store, Spirit Day & Skate Night.  
These are all fun events the children enjoy so please consider 
volunteering even an hour of your time to help continue 
making these wonderful programs into fun memories for our 
children!!  Also, mark your calendars for our annual Variety 
Show which will be held Friday, March 9th at Oviedo High 
School. 
 

Thank you so much for all you do!!!  
 

If you ever have questions about how to get involved or 
how to help with an event, please feel free to email 
Bryttnee Joseph at : lawtonptaprograms@gmail.com.  

PTA Executive Board 

 

Diane Holzman - President 

Bryttnee Joseph - VP Programs 

Lisa Ramsey - VP Ways & Means  

Nicole Knapp - VP Membership  

Rachel Witt - Treasurer 

Lindsay Hayes - Recording Secretary  

Rica Hall - Corresponding Secretary 



As we begin the year, we would like to take time to thank our wonderful Partners in            

Excellence. Please continue to support our Business Partners! 

If you are interested in becoming a Partner, please contact Mrs. Lindsay Todd.  Thank you! 


